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“Before the Empty Nest: Parent-Child Coresidence in Nineteenth-Century Europe.” Paper 

presented at the Center for Demography and Ecology, University of Wisconsin at 
Madison, December 14, 1992. 

 
“Infant and Child Mortality in the United States and Canada.” Paper presented at the conference 

on “La Mortalité des Enfants dans le Passé,” sponsored by the International Union for the 
Scientific Study of Population, University of Montreal, October 7-9 1992. 

 
“Household Patterns of the Elderly and the Proximity of Children in a Nineteenth-Century City, 

Verviers, Belgium, 1831-1846.” Paper presented at the Duke Population Studies Seminar, 
February 25, 1992; the RAND Conference on Economic and Demographic Aspects of 
Intergenerational Relations, March 20-22, 1992. 
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“Motives for Saving: The Philadelphia Savings Fund Society in the Mid-Nineteenth Century.” 

Paper presented at the Triangle Universities Economic History Workshop, February 26, 
1992. 

 
“Kin and Generational Assistance in Nineteenth-Century Belgium.” Paper presented at the 

Conference on Aging and Generational Relations, University of Delaware, October 10-
13, 1991;  Social Science History Association, New Orleans, November 1-3, 1991. 

 
“Mortgage Debt in Maine and Michigan at the End of the Nineteenth Century.” Paper presented 

with Elyce Rotella at the Social Science History Association, New Orleans, November 1-
3, 1991. 

 
“Event History Methods in Historical Demography.” Paper presented at the Netherlands 

Interdisciplinary Demographic Institute, The Hague, June 18, 1991. 
 
“Family Reconstitution as Event History Analysis.” Paper presented with Myron Gutmann at the 

IUSSP Conference on Old and New Methods in Historical Demography, Palma de 
Mallorca, Spain,  June 12-15, 199. 

 
“Working Class Debt in the Late Nineteenth Century.” Paper presented with Elyce Rotella at the 

Tenth International Economic History Congres, Leuven, Belgium, August 20-24, 1990. 
 
“Trends in United States Old Age Mortality, 1900-1935: Evidence from Railroad Pensions.” 

Paper presented at the Breckinridge Conference on the Historical Demography of Aging, 
May 29-June 1, 1990. 

 
“Trends in Old Age Mortality in the U.S., 1900-1940.” Paper presented at the Population 

Association of America, Toronto, May 3-5, 1990. 
 
“Social Inequality and the Female Life Course: Verviers, 1850-1880.” Paper presented at the 

French Historical Studies Association, Columbus, Ohio, March 30, 1990. 
 
“Kin, Savings, and Households of the Elderly.” Paper presented at the workshop on 

“Intergenerational Family Relationships,” sponsored by the National Institute on Aging 
and the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, Rockville, MD, 
December 11-13, 1989. 

 
“Trends in U.S. Old Age Mortality, 1900-1940.” Paper presented at the Social Science History 

Association, Washington, DC, November 17-19, 1989. 
 
“Historical Perspectives on Household Patterns and Aging.” Paper presented at the Midwest 

Council for Social Research on Aging Seminar, Purdue University, September 14-16, 
1989. 
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“Casting Spells: Database Concepts for Event History Analysis.” Paper presented at the seminar 

for the Cambridge Group for the History of Population and Social Structure, Cambridge 
University, July 10, 1989. 

 
“Trends in U.S. Old Age Mortality, 1900-1940.” Paper presented at the Seminar on Work and 

Population, University of Pennsylvania, May 4, 1989. 
 
“Frailty, Sickness, and Death in 19th Century England.” Paper presented at the Population 

Studies Center, University of Pennsylvania, February 3, 1989. 
  
“Frailty, Sickness, and Death.” Paper presented at the Population Association of America, New 

Orleans, April 21, 1988 and Northwestern University, May 5, 1988. 
 
“Family and the Female Life Course” and “Frailty, Sickness, and Death.” Paper presented at the 

University of Illinois, November 2, 1987. 
 
“The Epidemiologic Transition and the Morbidity Trend: Sickness Risk by Age and Form.” 

Paper presented with James C. Riley at the Social Science History Association, New 
Orleans, October 30, 1987. 

 
“Puzzles in the History of Morbidity and Mortality.” Paper presented at the Population Research 

Center, University of Texas at Austin, December 5, 1986. 
 
“Workshop on Event History Analysis.” Paper presented at the Social Science History 

Association, St. Louis, October 17, 1986. 
 
“The Historical Relationship of Morbidity and Mortality.” Paper presented with James C. Riley 

at the Social Science History Association, St. Louis, October 17, 1986. 
 
“Mortality and Morbidity: Measuring Ill Health across Time.” Paper presented with James C. 

Riley at the Ninth International Congress on Economic History, Berne, Switzerland, 
August 24-29, 1986; History Department Seminar, University of Minnesota, February 21, 
1986. 

 
“Households and the Life Course: Natives and Migrants in a Nineteenth Century Belgian City.” 

Paper presented at the Population Association of America, San Francisco, April 3-5, 
1986. 

 
“Fertility Patterns of Urban Natives and Rural-to-Urban Migrants in the 19th Century, Verviers, 

Belgium, 1849-80.” Paper presented at the Social Science History Association, Chicago, 
IL, Nov. 21-23, 1985. 
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“Family Economy and the Timing of Marriage, Evidence from Nineteenth Century Belgium.” 

Paper presented at the Family and Community History Seminar, Newberry Library, April 
26, 1985; Northwestern University Economic History Seminar, June 6, 1985. 

 
“Courtship and the Double Standard: An Interpretation of Illegitimacy and Bridal Pregnancy in 

Nineteenth Century Europe.” Paper presented at the Fellows Seminar, Newberry Library, 
May 27, 1985. 

 
“Fertility Analysis with Linked and Unlinked Population Register Samples from Nineteenth 

Century Belgium.” Paper presented at the Conference on Methods for Using Population 
Registers in Historical  Research, Umea University, Sweden, August 12-17, 1984. 

 
“Microcomputers in Research.” Teaching and Computers Conference, Indiana University, 

February 24-25, 1983. 
 
“Plague and Expectation of Life in Seventeenth Century Europe.” Paper presented at the Social 

Science History Association, November 7, 1982. 
 
“Women and Children in the Family Economy:  Belgium, 1853 and 1891.” Paper presented at 

the Social Science  History Association, Rochester, New York, November  8, 1980;  
University of Chicago Economic History Workshop , January 23, 1981. 

 
“Partible Inheritance and Fertility Rates in a Hispanic Population.” Paper presented with Gary D. 

Libecap at the Population Association of America, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, April 26, 
1979. 

 
“Illegitimacy and Bridal Pregnancy in Nineteenth Century Europe.” Paper presented with John 

Romer at the Social Science History Association, Ann Arbor, Michigan, October 23, 
1977. 

 
“Immigrants and Industry.” Paper presented with Bruce Laurie and Theodore Hershberg at 

“Immigrants in Industrial America, 1850-1920,” sponsored by Eleutherian Mills 
Historical Library and Balch Institute, Wilmington, Delaware, November 1-3, 1973; 
Sixth International Congress on Economic History, Copenhagen, Denmark, August 
19-23, 1974. 

 
Research and Funding Experience:  

2008-2011 Quantitative Social Science Digital Library Pathway (QSSDL) 
Principal Investigator 
Funded by the National Science Foundation ($2,548,838 total) 
The Quantitative Social Science Digital Library (QSSDL) Pathway will provide a portal 
to materials that integrate quantitative analysis in the teaching of the social sciences as 
part of the National Science Digital Library. 
 
2008-2011 Infusing Quantitative Literacy throughout the Social Science Curriculum 
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Co-principal Investigator 
Funded by the National Science Foundation ($998,000 total) 
This project aims to transform teaching in the social sciences by infusing quantitative 
literacy throughout the curriculum and by providing undergraduates active experiences 
with the most advanced social science data.   

 
 2001-2005 Early-life conditions, Social Mobility and Longevity 
 Principal Investigator 

Funded by the National Institute on Aging ($1,322,849 direct) 
Research teams in four countries are examining the effects of early life conditions on 
longevity.  Life histories will be used to consider the separate and cumulative effects of 
conditions in childhood and adult experiences.  

 
1998-99 Early Life Conditions and Mortality  
Principal Investigator 
Funded by the National Institute on Aging ($50,000 direct) 
This project examines the association between living conditions during childhood and 
mortality at older ages using life histories from a rural community in 19th century 
Belgium. 

  
1997 Workshop on Family Systems and Demographic Responses to Economic Stress 
Principal Investigator 
Funded by National Institute of Child Health and Human Development  ($17,000), the 
East Asia Regional Research Working Group of the Social Science Research Council 
($4,000), and the Joint Committee on Chinese Studies of the American Council of 
Learned Societies ($2,000) 
This workshop in October 1997 is a meeting of the EurAsia Project comparing Belgium, 
China, Italy, Japan, and Sweden during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.   

 
1993 Conference on the History of Registration of Causes of Death 
Co-principal Investigator 
Funded by the National Institute on Aging ($38,500) 
This November 1993 conference brought together historical demographers and historians 
of medicine from the U.S., Europe, and Asia. 

  
1990-1993 Kin, Savings, and Households of the Elderly 
Principal Investigator 
Funded by the National Institute on Aging ($136,228 direct) 

 
1981-1983 Birth Control in Nineteenth Century Europe 
Principal Investigator 
Funded by the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development ($66,280 

direct) 
 

1974-1975 Farm Families Project  



Alter, George         Page 17 
 

Director:  Richard Easterlin, Department of Economics, University of Pennsylvania 
Responsibilities:  Data management and analysis, developed a computerized procedure 
for inferring family relationships in U.S. census manuscripts. 

 
1970-1973 Philadelphia Social History Project  
Director:  Theodore Hershberg, Department of History, University of Pennsylvania 
Responsibilities:  Developed techniques for data gathering and analysis, responsible for 
data management, investigated effects of industrialization on occupations. 

 
Teaching Experience: 

Department of History, Indiana University (1979-). 
“Quantitative Historical Analysis.” ICPSR Summer Institute (1987 and 1988). 

 
Post-Graduate Training:                               

Post-doctoral Fellow in Economic Demography at the Population Studies Center of the 
University of Michigan (1977-1978, 1978-1979). 

 
Awards and Fellowships: 

Invited Researcher, Institut National d’Etudes Démographiques (August 15, 2004-July 
31, 2005) 

Visiting Professor, Keio University (May 19-June 8, 2003). 
Economic History Association/Japan-United States Friendship Commission Travel 

Fellowship for travel Keio University (July 31-August 9, 2001) 
Visiting Fellow, Centre for Advanced Study at the Norwegian Academy of Science and 

Letters, Oslo, Norway (June 14-18, 1999) 
Visiting Researcher, Demographic Database, University of Umea (January 18-23, 1999) 
Fellow, Swedish Collegium for Advanced Study in the Social Sciences (Sept.– Dec. 

1998) 
Visiting Associate Professor, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (May-June, 

1998) 
Internal Academic Residential Fellow, Indiana University Institute for Advanced Study 

(1995) 
Indiana University Summer Faculty Fellowship (1995) 
National Research Service Award, National Institute on Aging (1989) 
Indiana Heritage Research Grant (1988) 
Indiana University Summer Faculty Fellowship (1986) 

      National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship at the Newberry Library (1985) 
Lilly Post-Doctoral Teaching Fellowship (1982-1983) 
Indiana University Summer Faculty Fellowship, 1980 
Post-Doctoral Fellow in Economic Demography, Population Studies Center, University 

of Michigan (1977-1978, 1978-1979) 
Penfield Fellowship (1975-1976) 
Teaching Assistantship, University of Pennsylvania (1974-1975) 
University of Pennsylvania Pre-Doctoral Fellowship (1971-1975) 
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Professional Associations 

Panel Organizer: 
Population Association of America (2009) 
Population Association of America (2006) 
Social Science History Association (2005) 
Population Association of America (2004) 
European Social Science History Conference (2002) 
Social Science History Association (2001) 
Population Association of America (1998) 
Social Science History Association (1997) 
Population Association of America (1993) 
Social Science History Association (1992) 
Population Association of America (1991) 
Population Association of America (1989) 
Social Science History Association (1987) 
Council for European Studies (1982) 
Social Science History Association (1977) 

 
Discussant: 

"New History Of Kinship," Seminar sponsored by the International Union for the 
Scientific Study of Population, Paris (October 1-2, 2004) 

Population Association of America (2004) 
Social Science History Association (2003) 
Population Association of America (2003) 
Social Science History Association (2001) 
“Sex, State, and Society: Comparative Perspectives on the History of Sexuality” 

Centre for Population Studies, Umeå University (December 11-13, 1998). 
Social Science History Association (1998) 
Population Association of America (1998) 
Social Science History Association (1996) 
Population Association of America (1996) 
Social Science History Association (1995) 
Social Science History Association (1994) 
Social Science History Association (1992) 
Social Science History Association (1990) 
Social Science History Association (1988) 
Conference on “Medicine and the Decline of Mortality,” International Union for 

the Scientific Study of Population (1988) 
Social Science History Association (1985) 
Social Science History Association (1984) 
Berkshire Women's History Conference (1984) 
Social Science History Association (1982) 
Social Science History Association (1979) 
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Offices: 
Editorial Board, Historical Methods (2008-2010) 
IUSSP Nomination Committee (2006-2009) 
Chair, International Advisory Board for “Life Courses in Context Project” of the 

Historical Sample of the Netherlands (2004-) 
Chair, Nominating Committee, Social Science History Association (2004) 
Co-chair, Program Committee, Social Science History Association Annual 

Meeting (2002) 
Scientific Review Board, Demographic Research (2002-)  
Editorial Board, Journal of Interdisciplinary History (2002-) 
Editorial Board, The History of the Family: An International Quarterly (2000-) 
Nominating Committee, Social Science History Association (1996) 
Executive Committee, Social Science History Association (1992-95) 
Sharlin Prize Committee, Social Science History Association (1991-93; chair 

1993) 
Program Committee, Social Science History Association (1991) 
Editorial Board, Continuity and Change (1991-95) 
Publications Committee, Social Science History Association (1988-91). 

Committee Chair (1990) 
Editorial Board, Historical Methods (1987-90) 
Editorial Review Board, Midwestern Journal of Business and Economics (1988) 
Program Committee, Social Science History Association (1986) 
Co-Chair, Local Arrangements Committee, Social Science History Association, 

(1982) 
Secretary, Demographic and Economic History Network, Social Science History 

Association (1976-1977) 
 


