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Scope of Study
Summary:

The 1970 National Fertility Survey (NFS) was the second in a series of
three surveys that followed the Growth of American Families surveys
(1955 and 1960) aimed at examining marital fertility and family planning
in the United States. Women were queried on the following main topics:
residence history, age and race, family background, pregnancies,
abortions and miscarriages, marriage history, education, employment
and income, religion, use of family planning clinics, current and past
birth control pill use and other methods of contraception, sterility, ideals
regarding childbearing, attitudes and opinions with respect to abortion,
gender roles, sterilization and world population, and birth histories.
Respondents were asked to give residence histories for themselves and
their husbands. Specifically, they were asked about the state they grew
up in, whether they had lived with both parents, whether they had lived
on a farm growing up, and whether they were currently living on a farm.
Respondents were asked to give their date of birth, current age and
race, as well as that of their husband. Regarding family background,
respondents were asked how many brothers and sisters that they had,
whether their siblings were older or younger, and whether there were
any twins in the family. Additionally, respondents were asked to
summarize their pregnancy history by giving information with respect to
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Regarding abortions, respondents also were asked to give the date of
the abortion and if they had used any family planning techniques prior
to the abortion. Respondents were queried about their marriage history,
specifically they were asked whether this was their first marriage, whether
it was their spouse's first marriage, and their total number of marriages.
If previously married, respondents were asked about the dates of past
marriages and reasons for the marriage ending (e.g., death, divorce, or
annulment). Respondents were asked a series of questions about both
their own and their spouse's education including number of grades
completed, current educational status, schooling completed after
marriage, highest grade completed, and highest grade the respondent
and spouse hoped to complete. All respondents were queried about
their own and their husband's employment situations, as well as their
household income. Respondents were asked about employment prior
to and after marriage, employment after the birth of their first child,
reasons for working, future employment expectations, earned income
for both the respondent and husband in 1970, and other sources of
income. There was also a series of questions on religion including
religious preferences growing up, current religious preferences, and the
importance of religion for both the respondent and her husband.
Respondents were asked whether they had ever been to a family
planning clinic, whether methods of family planning were discussed with
a doctor or other medically trained person, whether this had taken place
in the last 12 months, and if not, when the last time was. Several
questions were devoted to the respondent's current and past use of the
birth control pill and other methods of contraception such as the IUD
and the diaphragm. Specifically, respondents were asked how they
obtained the method of contraception for the first time, whether the
respondent had sought methods of contraception from a doctor, and
whether they had discussed with a doctor problems related to the
methods of contraception. Respondents were asked why they used the
pill and other methods of contraception, why they had stopped using a
particular method, whether the methods were being used for family
planning, and during what intervals the methods were used. Respondents
also were asked questions about sterility including whether they were
able to have children, whether they or their husband had undergone a
sterilization operation, and if so, what kind of operation it was, the motive
for having such an operation, whether the respondent had arrived at
menopause, and if they had seen a doctor if they were unable to have
a baby. They were also asked about their ideals with respect to children
including their ideal number of children, the ideal number of boys and
girls, as well as the ideal age for having their first and last child. The
survey also sought each respondent's opinions regarding abortion, such
as when, if ever, it was acceptable, the legal status of abortion, gender
roles at home and in the work place, and world population and the gravity
of the problem relative to other problems such as poverty, race relations,
and nuclear war. Respondents were also asked to give detailed birth
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children, total number of wanted and unwanted pregnancies, planning
status by birth order, and the date and order of the last wanted birth.
Subject Term(s):

Geographic Coverage:
Time Period:

Date(s) of Collection:

Unit of Observation:
Universe:
Data Type:
Data Collection Notes:

abortion, attitudes, birth, birth control, birth expectations, education,
family history, family planning, family size, fertility, income, population
growth, pregnancy, religious beliefs, reproductive history, sexual
behavior, world population
United States
• 1970

• October 1970 - March 1971

individual
Ever-married women, born after July 1, 1925.
survey data
The original variable names, as documented in the codebook, have been
changed. However, the original variable names may be referenced and
can be found in brackets at the end of each variable label. Because
these variable names are simply the letter "V" followed by the variable
number, they correspond to the variable number column in the codebook
index.
The dataset includes several variables that originally contained data for
questions that had multiple parts. These variables have subsequently
been separated. For example, the variable originally called V15 (Reason
for quality, if questionable) has now been separated into seven distinct
variables: INT_QUALWHY1 through INT_QUALWHY7.
Certain variables contain dates that appear as three- digit century month
codes. Please see page 18 of the original codebook (the original
codebook page numbers are located at the top of each page) for a
translation of the century month codes into standard month and year.
Value labels for this data were taken from the original codebook.
However, pages 82, 83, and part of page 89 of the codebook are missing.
As a result, value labels for the following variables are incomplete or
missing: DIA_EVERUSE, METH_EVERUSE, METH_BEGIN,
METH_FUTURE1, and METH_FUTURE2.
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as "b" in the original codebook) in the data. Due to the way SPSS reads
blanks in the data, these "inapplicable" responses were converted to
system missing.
Additional information regarding this study is available from the Office
of Population Research (Link) at Princeton University and at the Data
and Information Services Center (Link) at the University of Wisconsin.

Methodology
Sample:

Weight:

Mode of Data Collection:
Response Rates:

Extent of Processing:

The sample listed 38,839 households. For 6 percent of these, a listing
of household members could not be obtained due to refusal or inability
to find someone at home. Based on comparisons with the 1970 Census,
the sample appears to have too few women living in central cities.
However, this is at least partly due to reclassification of central cities in
the 1970 Census. The deficit extends to all racial, marital status, and
age groups. Age distributions match the Census very closely, but the
NFS shows more women in the higher education categories than the
Census does. The proportion of ever-married women who are currently
married is lower in the NFS than in the Census. The NFS also shows
fewer women with no children than the Census does.
To adjust for differential sampling rates, the following weights must be
used: (1) White and other women: 1.0. (2) Currently married Black
women: 0.579. (3) Formerly-married Black women: 0.432.
face-to-face interview
A total of 6,752 woman were interviewed out of the original 7,970 eligible
woman, yielding a response rate of approximately 85 percent.
Standardized missing values.
Created online analysis version with question text.

Access and Availability
Note:

Original ICPSR Release:
Dataset(s):

A list of the data formats available for this study can be found in the
summary of holdings. Detailed file-level information (such as record
length, case count, and variable count) is listed in the file manifest.
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