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ABC NEWS/WASHINGTON POST 5/94 POLL

Hello, I’m calling from Chilton Research Services. We

I

5 199s

are
doing a survey for ABC News and the Washington Post on some current events.

Our research experts have randomly selected the person in your household
that I should speak to, so that all types of people will be represented in
our survey. Thinking of all the male/female adults 18 years of age and older,
living in this household and who are currently at home . . . may I please
speak to the one who last had a birthday? (IF NO MALE/FEMALE IN THE
HOUSEHOLD, ASK: Then may I please speak to the female/male who last had a
birthday?) (REPEAT INTRODUCTION IF NEEDED)

1. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Bill
job as president? (GET ANSWER,THEN ASK) Is that
or approve/disapprove somewhat?

Approve strongly 1
Approve somewhat 2
Disapprove somewhat 3
Disapprove strongly 4

Clinton is handling his
approve/disapprove strongly

206

DK/No opinion
NZ?JRefused

2. Do you approve
nation’s economy?

Approve
Disapprove
DK/No opinion
NA/Refused

8
9

or disapprove of the way Clinton is handling the

207

1
2
8
9

3. Do you think Clinton is doing a better job on the nation’s economy than
George Bush, a worse job, or what?

208

Better 1
Worse 2
(VOL) Same 3
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9



,.

4. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Clinton is handling foreign f

affairs?
209 -

Approve 1
Disapprove 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

5. Do you think Clinton is doing a better job on foreign affairs than Bush,
a worse job, or what?

210

Better 1

Worse 2

(VOL) Same 3
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

6. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Clinton is handling the issue

of crime in this country?
211

Approve 1
Disapprove 2

DK/No opinion 8

NA/Refused 9

7. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Clinton is handling the
situation in Haiti?

212

Approve 1

Disapprove 2
DK/No opinion 8

NA/Refused 9

8. As you may know, Supreme Court Justice Harry Blackmun is resigning from

the court. Bill Clinton has nominated (NAME COMING LATER) to take Blackmun’s
place on the Supreme Court. DO you approve or disapprove of (NAME COMING

LATER) ‘s nomination to the Supreme Court?
. 213

Approve 1
Disapprove 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9
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9. Generally speaking, do you think (NAME COMING LATER) is qualified or not
qualified to be a Supreme Court justice, or is that something you don’t have
an opinion on?

214

Qualified 1
Not qualified 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

10. Do you think the Senate should or should not confirm (NAME COMING
LATER) ‘s nomination to the Supreme Court?

215

Should confirm 1
Should not confirm 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

11. From what you know of it, do you approve or disapprove of Clinton’s
health care plan? (GET ANSWER,THEN ASK) Do you feel that way strongly or only
somewhat ?

216

Approve strongly 1
Approve somewhat 2

Disapprove somewhat 3
Disapprove strongly 4
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

12. What do you think Congress should do with Clinton’s health care plan:
pass it without any changes, pass it with minor changes, pass it, but with
major changes, or not pass any of it?

217

Pass it without any changes 1
Pass it with minor changes 2
Pass it with major changes 3
Not pass any of it 4
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9
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13. On another subject, since Clinton has become president, would you say he
has accomplished a great deal, a good amount, not very much or little or
nothing?

218

Great deal 1
Good amount 2
Not very much 3
Little or nothing 4
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

14. Is Clinton keeping most of his major campaign promises, or not?
219

Yes 1
No 2
(VOL) Some, not others 3
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

15. Do you think this country needs to
federal government works, minor changes

make major changes in the way the
in the way it works or what?

220

Major changes 1
Minor changes 2
(VOL) Modest/moderate
somewhere in between 3
(VOL) Hardly any/none 4
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

16. Just your best guess, do you think Clinton is trying to make major
changes in the way government works, minor changes, or what?

221

Major changes 1
Minor changes 2
(VOL) In between 3
(VOL) None 4
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9
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17. Do vou think the chanqes Clinton is seeking are mainly the right changes
for the country

Right changes
Wrong ones
(VOL) Somewhere
between

DK/No opinion
NA/Refused

or mainly the wrong ones?
222 -

1
2

in
3
8
9

18. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: The Clinton

administration has begun to break the gridlock in Washington?
223

Agree 1

Disagree 2

DK/No opinion 8

NA/Refused 9

19. when the government in Washington decides to solve a problem, how much
confidence do–you have that the problem actually will be solved: A lot, some,
just a little, or none at all?

224

A lot l(SKIP TO Q.21)

Some 2(SKIP TO Q-21)
Just a little 3
None at all 4
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

20. Is it because those problems often are very
because the government often is incompetent?

Problems difficult to solve 1
Government is incompetent 2

(VOL) Both 3

(VOL) Other 4

(VOL) None 5

DK/No opinion 8

NA/Refused 9

difficult to solve, or is it

225
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21. On another subject, how would you rate Clinton on his understanding of
complicated

Excellent
Good
Not SO good
Poor

foreign policy problems: excellent, good, not so good or poor?
226 -

1
2
3
4

DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

22. Do you trust Clinton to make the right decisions or not when it comes to
what the United States should do in world affairs?

227

Yes, trust him 1

No , don’t trust him 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

23. How would you rate him on his ability to gain respect for the united
States amona other imDortant nations: excellent, good, not so good, or poor?

228

Excellent 1

Good 2

Not SO good 3

Poor 4

DK/No opinion 8

NA/Refused 9

24. Do you agree or disagree that
creating anti–American feelings in
enough to say?

Clinton’s handling of foreign affairs is
many countries overseas, or don’t you know

229

Agree 1
Disagree 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

25. Do you agree or disagree that the Clinton Administration has a clear
foreign policy, or don’t you think you know enough to say?

230

Agree 1
Disagree 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9
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26. Do you think Clinton has a clear policy on what to do in Haiti, or not?
231

Yes 1
No 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

27. Do you think America’s vital interests are at stake in Haiti or not?
232

Yes 1

No 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

28. Do you approve or disapprove of the
involving the Haitians trying to enter

way Clinton is handling the situation
this country on boats?

233

Approve 1
Disapprove 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

29. Generally spea-king, do you think most of the Haitians trying to get
into the United States are doing so because they are being politically
persecuted in their own country or because they want a better life in this
one?

234

They’re politically persecuted 1

Want a better life in U.S. 2

(VOL) Both 3
(VOL) Neither
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

30. Again, generally speaking, do you think the United States should turn
back the boats of Haitians seeking to enter the United States or not?

235

Yes 1
No 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9
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31. Do you think the United States should turn back all the Haitians, or
should it first interview them to find those that face political persecution
at home, and allow those Haitians to enter this country?

236

Should turn back all 1
Interview them 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

32. Would you agree or disagree that the United States should take all action
necessary, including the use of military force, to restore a democratic
government to Haiti?

237
Agree 1
Disagree 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

***A~~H~~ N~~~: ~~~=~ =~~~***

33. I am going to read you a few names. For each please tell me if you have
a favorable or unfavorable impression of that person, or perhaps
you don’t know enough to say. How about. .. (READ LIST)

Favorable 1
Unfavorable 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

Bill Clinton .............................................–>_238
Hillary Clinton. .........................................–>_239
Robert Dole ..............................................–>_240
Ross Perot ...............................................–>_241
Al Gore .. ................................................–>_242
Dan Quayle .......................... .....................–>_243

34. Do you think Dan Quayle is basically qualified or not qualified to be
president?

244

Qualified 1
Not qualified 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9
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35. Do you think Ross Perot is basically qualified or not qualified to be
president?

245 -

Qualified 1
Not qualified 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

36. Do you think Perot generally represents the views of most
Americans or not?

246

Yes 1
No 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

37. Do you think Perot generally represents your views or not?
247

Yes 1
No 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

38. Do you think Perot has the kind of personality and temperament it takes
to serve effectively as President, or not?

248

Yes 1
No 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused

39. If Perot
him, or not?

Yes
No

9

runs for president in 1996, do you think you would vote for

249

1
2
3
8
9

(VOL) Not sure
DK/No opinion
NA/Refused
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40. Are you satisfied that Clinton has the honesty and integrity to serve
effectively as president?

250 -

Yes, satisfied 1
No, not satisfied 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

41. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Clinton is handling the
Whitewater situation?

251

Approve 1
Disapprove 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

42. Do you think Whitewater is an important issue or not important?
252

Important 1
Not important 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

43. Has the Whitewater matter made you think more favorably
. . , . , . . . . --- . . . , .
Less ~avoraDLy
other?

More favorably
Less favorably
Hasn’t affected
DK/No opinion
NA/Refused

1
2

opinion 3
8
9

of Clinton,
one way or the

44. Have you heard or read that a former Arkansas state employee named
Jones has charged Clinton sexually harassed her in 1991 while he was
governor? Clinton has denied the charge.

253

Paula
still

254

Yes, heard/read 1
No, not heard/read 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9
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45. Just your best guess –– do you think that
harassed by Clinton, or don’t you know enough

Yes, was harassed 1
No, was not harassed 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

SKIP TO Q.47)
SKIP TO Q.47)

SKIP TO Q.47)

Jones was or was not sexually
about it to say?

255 -

46. Just your best guess: are you more inclined to believe Jones was sexually
harassed by Clinton or more inclined to believe she was not?

She was harassed
She was not harassed
DK/No opinion
NA/Refused

47. Do you think sexual
issue or not important?

Important
Not important
DK/No opinion
NA/Refused

256

1
2
8
9

harassment charges against Clinton is an important

1
2
8
9

48. Have sexual harassment

257

charges against Clinton made you think more

favorably of Clinton, less favora-bly or hasn’t it affected your opinion of
him one way or the other?

258

More favorably 1
Less favorably 2
Hasn’t affected opinion 3
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

49. On another subject, do you believe in life after death, or not?
259

Yes 1
No 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9
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50. Do you believe it is possible to communicate with the dead, or not?

260

Yes 1
No 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

51. Have you personally, ever felt you were communicating with someone after
they had died, or not?

Yes 1
No 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

52. Do you believe peep.
from their bodies?

Yes 1
No 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

261

e do or do not have a spirit or soul that is separate

262

53. Have you ever had an experience in which your spirit or soul temporarily
left your body, or not?

263

Yes 1
No 2(SKIP TO Q.55)
DK/No opinion 8(SKIP TO Q.55)
NA/Refused 9(SKIP TO Q.55)

54. Did that experience occur because you were close to death as a result
of an accident or illness, or was it not a near–death experience?

Yes, close to
No, not close
DK/No opinion
NA/Refused

264

death 1
to death 2

8
9
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55. Do you think people who have had near–death
with the afterlife, or do you think they were just

In touch with afterlife 1
Just dreaming 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

experiences
dreaming or

56. Do you believe in reincarnation, that is, the rebirth of
new body after death, or not?

Yes
No
DK/No opinion
NA/Refused

57. Do you feel that
reincarnated in this

1
2
8
9

you yourself have lived a previous life
life, or not?

Yes 1

No 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

58. Do you fear dying, or not?

Yes 1
No 2(SKIP To Q.60)
DK/No opinion 8(SKIP TO Q.60)
NA/Refused 9(SKIP TO Q.60)

59. Would you say you fear it a great deal, or only somewhat?

were in touch
hallucinating?

265 -

the soul in a

266

and have been

267

268

269

Great deal 1
Only somewhat 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9
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60. Do you believe that Heaven is a real place or not?

270
.

Yes 1
No 2(SKIP TO Q.62)
DK/No opinion 8(SKIP TO Q.62)
NA/Refused 9(SKIP TO Q.62)

61. Is it a place where people exist physically or only spiritually?

271

Physically 1
Spiritually 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

62. Do you believe that Hell is a real place or not?

272

Yes 1
No 2(SKIP TO Q.64)
DK/No opinion 8(SKIP TO Q.64)
NA/Refused 9(SKIP TO Q.64)

63. Is it a place where people exist physically or only spiritually?
273

Physically 1
Spiritually 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

64. Do you believe in angels, or not?

274

Yes 1

No 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

65. Now I have a few questions about unidentified flying objects, or UFOS. In
your opinion, are they something real, or just people’s imagination?

275

Real 1
People’s imagination 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9
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66. Have you
from another

Yes
No

yourself ever seen anything that you believe was a spacecraft
planet?

276 ‘

.

;(SKIP TO Q.68)
DK/No opinion 8(SKIP TO Q.68)
NA/Refused 9(SKIP TO Q.68)

67. Have you personally ever been in contact with aliens from another planet,
or not?

Yes
No
DK/No opinion
NA/Refused

68. Do you think
or do you think
phenomenon that

277

1
2
8
9

other people have seen actual spacecraft from other planets,
they were seeing something man made or some natural earthly
they just couldn’t identify?

306

From other planets 1
Man–made/natural earth 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

69. Do you consider yourself to be a religious or spiritual person, or not?
307

Yes 1
No 2(SKIP TO Q.71)
DK/No opinion 8(SKIP TO Q.71)
NA/Refused 9(SKIP TO Q.71)

70. Would you describe yourself as very religious or spiritual or somewhat
religious or spiritual?

308

Very religious/spiritual 1
Somewhat religious/spiritual 2
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9
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71. Would you say that you yourself are more interested in religious and
spiritual matters than you were five years ago or less interested?

309 ‘

More interested 1
Less interested 2

(VOL) About the same 3
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9
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Now just a few more questions to help classify your answers.

***~~ql~o~ ~oll~: THIS QUESTION WILL BECOME A STANDARD LEAI-IN
MAJOR POLLS UNTIL ELECTION DAY, NOVEMBER, 1994***
900. Thinking about the U.S. House of Representatives election
1994 in the Congressional
being held today, for whom
Republican candidate?

DEMO FOR ALL

in November,
District where you live, if that election were
would you vote: the Democratic candidate or the

135

Democrat 1
Republican 2
Neither 3
Wouldn’t vote 4
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

901. Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as: (READ LIST)
106

A Democrat l(SKIP TO Q.905)
A Republican 2(SKIP TO Q.905)
An Independent 3
Or what? 4

–––DO NOT READ BELOW–––
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused

904. Do yOU

9

lean more towards the: (READ LIST)
109

Democratic Party 1
Or, Republican Party 2
(VOL.)Neither 3

–––DO NOT READ BELOW–––
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9

905. Can you tell me whether you are registered to vote at your present
address?

110

Yes 1
No 2(SKIP TO Q.908)
DK/No opinion 8(SKIP TO Q.908)
NA/Refused 9(SKIP TO Q.908)
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906. In talking to people about elections, we often find. out that a lot of
people aren’t able to vote because they were not registered, or they were
sick, or they just didn’t have time. How about you–do you remember for sure -
whether you voted in the November, 1992 presidential election when Bill
Clinton ran against George Bush and Ross Perot?

111

Yes 1
No 2(SKIP TO Q.908)
DK/No opinion 8(SKIP TO Q.908)
NA/Refused 9(SKIP TO Q.908)

907. Which candidate did you vote for? (DO NOT READ LIST)
112

Clinton
Bush
Perot
Other
DK/No opinion
NA/Refused

908. Would you say
liberal, moderate,

1
2
3
4
8
9

your views in most political matters
conservative, or very conservative?

Very liberal
Liberal
Moderate
Conservative
Very conservative

(VOL.)Don’t think in those terms
DK/No opinion
NA/Refused

1

2
3
4
5
6
8
9

are very liberal,

113

909. What was the last grade of school you completed?
114

8th grade or less
Some high school
Graduated high school
Some college

Graduated College
Post–graduate
DK/No opinion
NA/Refused

1
./,
3
4(ASK IF SCHOOL WAS A TECHNICAL
SCHOOL IF IT WAS, CIRCLE CODE 3,
FOR HIGH SCHOOL)

5
6
8
9
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910. In what year were you born? _ _ _ _ ?

DK/No opinion 8888
NA/Refused

911. In what

Protestant
Catholic

9999

religion were you brought up? (READ LIST)
120

1
2

Another Christian religion 3
Jewish 4
Or, another non–Christian religion 5

–––DO NOT READ BELOW–––
None 6
NA/Refused 9

912. When asked, most people say that they belong to either the middle class
or the working class. If you had to make a choice, would you call yourself:
(READ LIST)

121

Middle class
Working class

---DO NOT
DK/No opinion
NA/Refused

;
READ BELOW–––

8
9

913. Would you describe the area in which you live as a: (READ LIST)
122

Large city 1
Suburb of a large city 2
Small town 3
Or rural area 4

–––DO NOT READ BELOW–––
DK/No opinion 8
NA/Refused 9



914. Are you: (READ LIST)
123

Married and living with your spouse 1
Separated 2
Divorced 3
Widowed 4
Or never married 5

–––DO NOT READ BELOW-––

NA/Refused 9

916.

Only
Only
Both

Do you or does anyone in your household belong to a labor union?
126

respondent belongs 1
other household member belongs 2

respondent and other household
member belong 3

No union members 4

Not sure 8

NA/Refused 9

917. At
retired

present, are you yourself employed part–time or full–time or are you
or something else?

Employed part–time
Employed full–time
Unemployed
Laid off
Retired
Full–time homemaker
Student
NA/Refused

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
9

918. Are you of Hispanic origin or background?
(IF IIYES,IIASK:) Are you White Hispanic or Black Hispanic?

(IF “NO,” ASK:) are you white, black, or some other race?

127

128

White 1

Black 2

White Hispanic 3
Black Hispanic 4
Hispanic(no race given) 5
Other Race 6
NA/Refused 9
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919. If you added together the yearly incomes, before taxes, of all the
members of your household for last year, 1993, would the total be: (READ
LIST)

Under $8,000
129

1

$8,000 but less than $12,000 2
$12,000 but less than $20,000 3
$20,000 but less than $30,000 4
$30,000 but less than $50,000 5
$50,000 but less than $75,000 6
Or more than $75,000 7
(DO NOT READ)NA/Refused 9

920.1 May a reporter call you to talk about some of the things we’ve been
discussing?

354

Yes 1
No 2(SKIP TO Q.921)
DK/No opinion 8(SKIP TO Q.921)
NA/Refused 9(SKIP TO Q.921)

920.2 May I please have your first name, so the reporter will know who to

ask for:
355-69

921. RESPONDENT’S SEX:
159

Male 1
Female 2
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